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Statement of Witness

Name of Witness

William Boyd Backhouse

Date of Birth

Address and contact details

Level 6, 80 George Street, Brisbane

Occupation

Executive Director, Legal Services

Officer taking statement

Mr Peter Flanagan and Ms Anastasia Nicholas

Date taken

9 May 2013

I, William Boyd Backhouse of c/o Level 6, 80 George Street, Brisbane, Qld 4000, state as

follows:

1. I am the Executive Director, Legal Services at the Department of Housing and Public

Works. I have been in that role since 17 April 2009 and I have served in various

capacities as a legal officer in the Department since 1994,

I participated in an interview on 9 May 2013 conducted by Mr Peter Flanagan SC and
Ms Anastasia Nicholas of Counsel Assisting the Commission. Also present were Ms

Rachael Murray, Mr David Kent and Ms Melinda Pugh.

At the interview, I was asked to provide details of my involvement with the settlement

negotiations with IBM about the Queensland Health Payroll System after go-live.

My involvement in the matter was to provide legal advice and manage provision of legal
advice by external legal advisers (Mallesons, Crown Law and Clayton Utz) to the

Department in responding to the alleged breach of contract by IBM.

This included reviewing and providing legal review to senior Departmental officers
(mostly in consultation with Crown Law) on legal advices from Mallesons in relation to

alleged breaches of contract by IBM and the options available to the State to resolve its
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